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Teachdaireachd bhon Cheann Suidhe

15 OTEOO OITEI AEO AEO AEO ¢
air a thighinn air suidheachadh na Gidhlig z barrachd

adhartas ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na Gaidhlig, g
sonraichte anns na sgirean far an robh meshluaigh na
AT OEAEA A8 ~AEOEOAAAERh 1A Al
solarachaidh luchdteagaisg agus cur seachadan Gaidhli
taobh amuigh na sgoile. An cois sin thainig fiosrachadt
bhon chunntasO1 OAECE Ab OAAI 1 O
dochasach, gu sonraichte a thaobh na-digridh, ach le

rabhaidhean a thaobh seasmhachd na Gaidhlig ann &
OCy OAAT AT OEAEAOAAE

air atharrachadh agus feumaidh sinn déiligeadh ri sin. The
mi den bheachd gu bheil e fhathast comasach arainneach
Ghaidhlig athbheothachadh anns na sgirean duthchasacl
OET h AAE OEA A 1T A EEAI AEAAE
Ghaidh EC ZEAOEAOO AO 1 AAT OAE
ireannsa hOET A OCy OA AA AEG! 1 AA
air a son.

Mar a thig gach Mod Naiseanta Rioghail gu crich, tha
iongantach an ire gu bheil luchdEOE OEAAT AEAL
sgire san dach a chumail le faireachdainnean doigheil,
brosnachail, cairdeis is buntainn, le an suilean air an ath aitt
gus a bhith ag urachadh an cuid spionnadh@A 1 A E A
math a rinn sibh aPhaislig! Anis air adhart gu Inbhir Nis!
Ach dé a bheir 2014 &steach? Bliadhna de phriomh
thachartasan ann an Alba, le Tilleadh Dhachaigt

""""" #E1 CAEAE -
co-dhunadh mu dheireadh air cuis neeeisimeileachd na h
'T AAh AcCOO Al - EA Misbas deigh beakV/
de 17 bliachna. Gniomhachd gu ledr agus morar
chothroman gus luach agus beartas ar canan agus ar cultar
thaisbeanadh.

Moran taing dhuibh uile airsonA Eud taic fad nabliadhna a
AEG £ZEAIT AE i Ghaidiesdich, Odo na Modan
lonadail agus don Mhod Naiseamt Rioghail. Bliadhna Mhath
Ur dhuibh nuair a thig i.

lain Macleoid, Ceanrsuidhe.

Messagefrom the President

As we look back at 2013, the prospects for Gaelic developm
were mostly positiveg further advancements in Gaelimedium
education, particularly in the populated areas of Scotlanc
presenting challenges for teacher supply and extarricular
activities in Gaelic for the growing number of pupils. That we
strengthened by census releases that showed promis
developments overall, particularly in the younger age group
but with warning messages for the survival of the language
the traditional heartland areas. The Gaelic landscape h:
changed and we need to respond to that. | believe that it is s
possible for a Gaelic environment to be revitalised in the
traditional areas, but it is also reassuring that as a means o
communicaion, Gaelic lives on in all regions of Scotland at
remains popular.

As each Royal National Mod comes to a conclusion, it
remarkable the extent to which those involved leave the annu
venue with feelings of satisfaction, inspiration, friendship dn
belonging, with their eyes set on renewing the annual culturi
injection at the next venue. Well done Paisley! Roll

Inverness! But what will 2014 bring? A year of major events
Scotland, with Homecoming, Great War remembrance
sporting highlights, a longawaited decision on the
independence issue, and a return for the Mod to Inverness al
a gap of 17 years. Plenty activities and many opportunities
highlight the value and richness of our language and culture.

Many thanks for your supprt to An Comunn Gaidhealach ove
the past year, to theProvincial Mods and the Royal Nationa
Mod. Happy New Year to yall when it comes.

John Macleod, President.




Robin Banks adleigeil dheth a dhreuchd mar Sti tiriche ACG

Leigan Comunn Gidhealachsoraidh s&nle caraid shbnraichte
aig Mod Naiseanta Roghail na bliadhra-saann am Riislig.
Chaidhgibht shonraichte a thoirt dhaRobin Banks, as an®ban,
aig colabhairt na meadhanan air an ltha mu dheireadh an
Mhod Naiseanta Roghail 2013mar dhoigh air taing a thoirt dha
airson an ionadh bliadhna desheirbheisis dilseachd a thuge don
Chomunn @idhealach agus don Mid Naiseanta Roghail.

Bha Robin arsas sa bhuidheann aige ionadail is raiseanta
airson 58 bliadhna agus bha e na neaelairm air abChomataidh
lonadail sanOban nuair a bhiodh am Md aftadhal air afbhaile.
Bha Gidhlig aig mathair Robin agusle sin bhatidh mhor aige sa
chanan. Chaith e fad a bheatha annéihaile, a thuilleadh airtide
chur seachad san-$eirbheis Miseanta agis ann an Oilthigh
Dhuin Eideann. Bha e naard stiuiriche aig aSchompanaidh lagha
AndersonBanksagus chaith dline na shiorraidh agis na
chomhairliche ann an Earraghaidheal is Bloid.

Chan eil néran dhaoinecho eolach aireachdraidh a8Chanuinn
Ghaidhealaich agus @Mhod Naiseanta Roghail @ a tha Robin.
Tha anuidh agus an éiseachd aha e &toirt dhan Chomunn
sonraichteagusna thaic air leth dhan luchd obrach.

Achz Ge a tha airidh air beagan fois agus tha singuidhe gach
beannachd dhagus e @gabhail ceum air ais.

Chaidh tiodhlaic cuideachd a thoirt dha bean Robin, Ishbel, a bh
cuideachd air &th taiceil dhan bhuidheann thairis air na
bliadhnachan. Bhiodh Ishbel gu math tric air &icinn adtoirt
seachad duilleagan breithneachaidhd@hoid gach bliadhnag
obair a bhiodh gu math tric &as gu math trang agus riaslach,
agus chan e a+uile duine a chumadhuwisean aruith cho
siubhlach mar a bhiodh Ishbel@ eboireannach aigheil, sporsail
a thGann an Ishbel agus thaan @mhnaidh ag obair gicruaidh,
air cul gnothaich,gun fhios do dhuine.

Cupal ®nraichte a tha air a bhith air leth ticeil dhan Chomunn
Gaidhealach agus tha sinn air a bhith gu math fortanach gun tob
aleithid againn mar phairt den sgiobaagainn airson
bliadhnaichean nbra. Taing midr dhan dithis agaibh agus tha
sinn abcoimhead air adhart ribhdur faicinn aig iomadach Nd ri
tighinn.

Robin Banks Retires as Director of An Comunn

An Comunn Gaidhealach bid farewell to a very special person
OEEO UAAOB8O 21 UAIly. A shdoialpresantation
was made to Mr Robin Banks, from Obanba press conference
on the last day of the 2013 Royal National Mod, as a thanks fo
his many years of dedication and service to An Comunn
Gaidhealach and the Royal National Mod.

Robin hadbeen involved with the orgamsation at both local and
National levels for58 years, and wasonvener of the Local
Organising Committee in Oban when the Royal National Mod
would visit the town. Robin® interest in the language came as a
result of the encouragement of his Gaelic teacher ma® High
School, Mr Donald Thoson(known by many afr Gaelid)
who was originally from Ness in Lewisde spent all of I life in
Oban, apart fom his time in the National Service and in
Edinburgh University. He was a senior partner at lawrfir
Anderson Banks and also spt time ashonourary sheiff and
Councillor for Argyll & Bute Council.

There are few people who are as knowledgeable abiet
history of An Comunn Gaidheala@ndthe Royal National Mod
as Robin isHis interest and dedication to the Mod was
tremendous and his input will be missed greatly.

However hesvery deserving of a well earne@st and we wish
him all the best as he takes a step back.

I DPOAOAT OAOETT xAO Al OivhohasA A
also been a great support to the organisatiaver the years.
Ishbd would always bdound handing out adjudicatiorsheets
to competitors at the Royal National Mod each yeara job
which gets very hectic at times and few would be abldzake
control aswell as Ishbel! Ishbel is a great character, full of
enthusiasm and fun anisalways busy working away in the
background

A wonderful ouple who An Comunn Gaidhealach have been
very fortunate to have hd as part of their team fomany years.
A very big thank you to you botand we look forward to you
joining us at manyfuture Mods.

Robin with his specially commissioned Gold Medal




Saor Laithean na Nollaig

"EAE T EZEO )1 AEEO saoElathedntir AT
Dihaoine 20mh Dubhlachd aig 5f.
"EAE T EZEO 30AEOT AAEACE A

Dimairt 24mh den Dubhlachd

Bidh an da ofifis fosgailte aithist air
Diluain 6mh Faoilleach 2014

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Udhuibh uile!

Christmas Holidays

Our Inverness office will be closed from 5pm on Friday 20
December.

The Stornoway office will close at lunchtime on Christmas
Eve.

Both offices will re-open on
Monday 6" January 2014

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yeato you all!

Dreach Ur air Larach-l yT A8 #ET 1 OEI]
Chithear gubheil sinn airlarach-l y 1T A8 #ET 1 OET 1
chionn ghoirid. Tha dreach ur agus nas tarraingaiche air an
larach agus tha sinn an dochas gu bheil e nas fhasa lorg

fhaighinn air fiosrachadh agus mar sin air adhart.

Tha barrachd sheirbheisean ann cuidachd, mar eisimpleir,
gheibhearair na piogan ainmichte a cheannachd agus a thoirt
bhon larachly T A CAE ichi | Z/oEOGIAEA®S ACAEA|
urrainnear cuir a-steach agus paigheadh airson, fqrp_ai§e§n’a1r .
agus a dhol bhon larach gu duilleagan Facebook agus Twitter
ACAETT 1T A AEEOE A8 AOOOEAAE
Thoiribh suil air aig www.ancomunn.co,ukagus cuiribh
thugainn ur beachdan.

New Look of An Comunn Website

You will see that our website has beendesigned and has a
number of new features. Thealsite has been rdesigned to
have a fresher looknaking it easier to navigate and to offer
more services.

For example, you can now purchase and download individual
prescribed Mod pieces directly from our website, submit and p
for entries online, sigup for our newsletter directly, connect
directly to our Facebook and Twitter pages and so on.

Have a look atvww.ancomunn.co.uland let us know what you
think.

Farpais an Aigeallain Airgid

AEAGEAO A5 A Opaisioh hn Alyéatiain Bifgid guEA (
feumar na cuspairean Ronraichte, a chaidh a thaghadh airson
farpaisean A252 (Mnathan) agus A253 (Fir,) a leantainrAig

MOA ¢ 1 p GdolarCcGspakkchal A 11T AOEAT j ! ¢
Cogadha bhios ann do na fir (A253).

Théid na cuspairean ainmeachadh gach bliadhna air cl@agair
ET AEAAAE A3 -EEEA AcOO AEO 11

Théid na cuspairean seo a thaghadh §eE Al EAAET A

""""" 00 AEAE EA/
Al EAAET A8 4EAOQOEAO Al AEAEAO (
fharsainge aig farpaisich ri linn an atharrachaidh seo.

Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh mun atharrachadh seo, cubh fios
chun Chomunn Gaidhealaiclgu: info@ancomunn.co.uk neo air

am fon: 01463 709705

Silver Pendant Qualifying

001 OPAAOEOA 3EI OAO 0AT AAT O A
National Mod are reminded that for competitions A252
(Ladies) and A253 (Men), they must choose a song which
reflects a specified theme. For the 2014 Mod, the theme for
Ladies (A252) isLove The theme for Men (A253) idVar.

The respective themes will be chosen annually by the Mod
Music Committee and the themes will change from year to
year. This variation has been made in order to offer
competitors a wider range of song choice.

The specified themes will be communicated to competitors
each year in the Mad senior syllabus and in the list of
prescribed pieces.

For any more information on this subject, please contact An
Comunn Gaidhealach atnfo @ancomunn.co.uk or Tel:
01463 709705.
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Seodlaidhean Feumail

Neach-gairm z Ailean Caimbeul
allancampbell@madasafish.com
Runaire z Chrissie Cumming
chrissiebheag@hotmail.co.uk
lonmhas z Domhnall N. MacLeoid

donald@macleod668.orangehome.co.uk
Cathraiche Meur Inbhir Nis - Tormod MacAoidh
norrie.mackay@btinternet.com

Mod Inbhir Nis 10 -18 Damhair 2014

Inbhir Nis

Inverness Mod Local Committee

Useful Contacts

Convenerz Allan Campbell

allancampbell@madasafish.com
Secretary z Chrissie Cumming

chrissiebheag@hotmail.co.uk
lonmhas z Donald N. Macleod

donald@macleod668.orangehome.co.uk
Chair of Inverness Branch - Tormod MacAoidh

norrie.mackay@btinternet.com

Mod Inbhir Nis 10 -18 October 2014
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Cinn-la Feumail / Dates to remember :

Saturday 21 st December z DIN Choirs performing at Tesco, Retail Park
Tuesday 31st December z Hogmanay Ceilidh, Grebe Hall, Inverness
Saturday 18" January z Soup Lunch, Dunbar Centre, Church Street
Saturday 15t February - Soup Lunch, Dunbar Centre, Church Street

Saturday 15" March - Soup Lunch, Dunbar Centre, Church Street

Comunn Gaidhlig Inbhir Nis Comunn Gaidhlig Inbhir Nis

Oraid Talk

PO TN

le Mairi Anna Nic Ualraig
Dihaoine 28.02.14 7.30f

Bun Sgoil Ghaidhlig Inbhir Nis

O' yoWQ ECEI AT A 311¢CO
by Maryann Kennedy

Friday 28.02.14 7.30pm

Bun Sgoil Ghaidhlig Inbhir Nis
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Bho Comataidh lonadail Mod Inbhir Nis 2014

Thadhail riochdairean bho Comataidh lonadail Mod 2014 agus
Meur Inbhir Nis air Mod 2013 ann am Paislig am bliadhna, agu:
thill iad le iomadach beachd airson Mod 2014!

Bho OEEI | EAA Athd lad ak & bhitle Eahd le
measgachadh de thachartasan gus airgead a chruinneachar
agus inbhe Mod 2014 a thogail. Thoisiclna tachartasan
geamhraidh aig Meur Inbhir Nis air ais san tSambhain, le
madainn cofaidh air leth shoirbheachail agus Ion le brosan
$T AEI AAEAS8 "EAE EAA A3 AOI A
na geamhraidh agus tha failte chridheil air duine sam bith ¢
thighinn comhla riutha. Mar is abhais, bidh tombola agus stalla
AT EAAAOAAEA AEC 1T A OAAEAOOAES
ann airson coimhearsnachd na Gaidhlig a thighinn comhladh.

#EAEAE OOEPAAO 0301 OEAOS AC
Ghaidhlig Inbhir Pheoharain air pihaoine 1mh den tSamhain,
ATTO Al AGEITR 1A AREl AET|

uile duine a thug taic les.

#EAEAE OO0AI PAO . ECEOG6 A AEGif ,
Dihaoine 29mh3 Al EAET 8 "EA x AT EOA
seachad seirbhisean eadadhealaichte mar massage agus
iol AAAAE OOA AEI AA 0" A OAT
chumail, agus thathas an dochas fear eile a chumail ann an di

Ti 00y I Eyi OATh 1AEO AET O E

- A OE A fuiteBch & InBHir Nis, agus ma tha beagan agaibl
ri cheannachd fhathast, feuch gun téid sibl-mach gu Tesco

Gnord6 AEO EAAOCAEO AT ¢ pl Ensach aif

an son, agus thoiribh dhaibh bhur taic!

Agus mu dheireadh, an tachartas mu dheireadh a bhios aca ar
an 2013, @ilidh Oidhche Chdhinn! Theéid @ilidh na bliadhna
saa chumail ann an Talla Grebe, Inbhirnis, bho 9f gu anmoch,
cedl bho Comhlan Céilidh Monach Isle. Thoiribh leibh botal
agusairgead airson raffle agus stovies.

Cosgaidh ticeadan £12 (inbhich) agus £5 (claw). Thaiad air a

AEEOE A8 OAEA 1 O0OAOEh 1 AO OE
cheannachd, cuiribh fon gu Chrissie Cumming ai
07891814925.

Tha sinn airson taing mhor a thoirt dhan a kuile duine a tha air

OAEA A OEIT EOO AE OE| Jdtapddiiiditth, gud
chi sinn an ath bhliadhna sibh.

Mod Inbhir Nis 10 -18 Damhair 2014
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From Inverness Mod 2014 Committee

Committee members from both the Mod 2014 Local Organising
Committee and the Inverness Branch of An Comunn Gaidheala
attended the verysuccessful Mod 2013 in Paisley and haveneo
back with lots of ideas anduggestions for Mod 2014.

Following the Mod they have had a busy end to 2013 with vario
£O01T AOAEOGET ¢ AT A AxAOAT AGO AA
winter events in the Dunbar Cengron Church Street resumed in
.1 OAT ARO xEOE A OAOU OOAAAOO
lunch returned in December and will continue one Saturday a

month over the winter(dates below). All ages are welcome, ther
is usually a tombola and baking stadind these events are a great
meeting point for thelocal Gaelic speaking community.

Dingwall Gaelic Choir held a Stovies Supper Dance in the Roya
British Legion on Friday ¥ November with their very own ceilidh
AAT A MOAIAMEASG ) O x AiGingAndEuWdadsiulU
night and thanks go to all who helped organise it!

I £O01 AOAEOET ¢ O, AAEAO 0AI PAO
Hall on Friday 29 November.Around 20 ladies received beauty
treatments from 7 talented therapists offering a rangd o
treatments including reflexology, mini facials, file and polish,
massage and more! This was the second time this event has ta
place and due to its popularity anothewne is being organised for
the Sring.

For those in the Inverness area who are cilesing any last
minute shopping on Saturday 21December, DIN (Dingwall,
Inverness and Nairn) Gaelichoirs will be entertainingshoppers
ET OEA OAECo6 4AO0AT AO OEA 2A
and an ear out for them and offer them your suppbr

1 AO O AOGAT O EI

4EA OEA otuyx A
9pm until late with music providedy the Monach Isl€eilidh
Band.It is a Bring Your Own Bottle event and there will be stewi
and a raffle on offer.

Tickets are £12.00 for adult€£5.00 for children, they arseling
fast. If youare interested please contact Chrissie Cumming on
07891814925.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who hg
supported us over th yearz thank you very mub and we will see
you next year

Mod Inbhir Nis 10 -18 Damhair 2014




Playwrights' Studio, Scotland
presents 8

Urlar

A New Gaelic Play Laboratory
Diardaoin 16 Faoilleach / Thursd ay 16 January @ 7.30f
Club Room, CCA, 3508raid Sauchiehall, Glaschu, G2 3JD

Led by director, actor and writerlain Macrae , Gaelic artists will work together to develop and rehearse two new scripts and
devise a new one on the night!
The plays will beshared with you, the audience, in a unique
exploration of cultural expression.
4EA ©01I AO A8 AT T EAOOAAEAAE AAAOOAO AOUI A
Urlar is a celebration of the richness of contemporary Gaelic drama.

Freagarrach airson Fileantaich & Luchdonnsachaidh
Accessible to Gaelic and ndbaelic speakers.

Air a sgriobhadh leMartainn Mac an t-Saoir, Rob MacNeacail, Gerda Stevenson
Writers are Martainn Mac an t-Saoir, Rob MacNeacail Gerda Stevenson

Air a chluich leCarina NicLeoid, Mairi M hoireasda n, Daibhaid h Walker , Ruairidh Mac lomhair .
Performed byCarina Macleod, Mairi Morrison , Davey Walker, Ruairidh Maciver .

Ceol leMairearad Green .
Music performed byairearad Green.

Then join us fora postshow discussion as we look at
the possibilities of contemporary Gaelic drama
and how we might continue to support its future development.

Airson pairt a ghabhal, cuiribh fios gu / If you would like to attend, please RSVP temma@playwrightsstudio.co.uk
ro co dhiu 5f air Diluain 13 Faoilleach /no later than5pm on Monday 13 January.

Le taic bho / Supported by Bord na Gaidhlig, The Gaelic Books Couraid the CCA.

COMHAIRLE NAN Playwrights' ®
LEABHRAICHEAN Studio 4
THE GAELIC BOOKS COUNCIL Scotland
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Taighean-soluist: Do Bhan-Phrionnsa
Anna

Le Lodaidh MacFhionghain
Bard dhan Mhod Naiseanta Rioghail

Tha taighean-soluist ann
O dhuthchannan dlutha agus céin
A thalaidheas sibh
601 AEAE AEC AOOAO
Gun eolas ann

Cumaidh na teinteanrabhaidh seo
Aire air canan is cultar sluaigly
Luchd-aire z a chunnaic sri an cuid soluist
A theann aghaidh ri aghaidh le muchadh;

Chaidh na seilbhean seo aig Oisean a sgapadh
Air feadh an tsaoghail chruinne
Is am bun amhain
I 1 AOAO A3 OAOCEAAARED AAL
Lanntairean na Féinne a tha seo;
OEO AEC Ad

" UEAEAEI h 1 B6ET I
117 OAAchass,AA AEOOA

601 1E

"UEAEAET h A 1 AAT 1T OOA 1A
Bho gheal is gu dubh
Is an uair sin gu glas;

Gaidheil a bheir failte chridheil dhuibh
) O OEAEOS8 A8 A1l Al AAE /
Far an coinnich gu goiridz
Da shaoghal
621 OET AEAAEOAAT AU b
Mar aonanz
Fo sholust scracte thaighearsoluist air tilleadh

An do shaoil sibh ariamh
Is ur ceann ann am bruadar
01 OECAAAE T A OI10O0EOO A -AE
saoghail
l EO Al OOAEAEAAT 1 ATz' UEAE
) O OE A E ORhridhiis®r@n tibtdah aosdaz
Mar chanan agus chultar dhaoine
Air an do shoillsich daonnan na soluist seo,

6217 CEAOEAT AOAET e

An 15mh dhen Damhair 2013

Light -houses: For Princess Anne

By Lewis MacKinnon
Royal National Mod Poet

There are virtual lighthouses
From countries close and far
That lure you
Through a mist of distanced unfamiliarity;

These beacons keep
An eye on a language and culture of agplez
Watchers who saw the straining of their lights
Come face to face with a smotherirg

These possessions of Ossian were scattered
Throughout the round world
And the only source
To light the road forward for their minders,
4AEAOCA 1 AT Ohblowvessz T £ &EIT I

Gaels, a people whose light has been bent
Through centuries of hardship;

Gaels, who persisted
As the light went
From white to dark
And then to gray;

Gaels, who extend a hearty welcome to you
As you visit them
Where
Two worldsz
Viatwo peopléd O OADPOAOAT OAOE
Meet briefly
As ongg
Under the rented returning light of lighthouses;

Did you ever imagine
In your wildest dreams
That the lights that you saw so long ago
On those coastlands of the Gaels
Would come back to yon
A Princess of ancienitles z
Like the language and culture of a people
For whom these lights have always shone,
Through the rays of a poem?

October 15, 2013
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A look back at Mod 2013 in Paisley. Photos by Graham Hood.




