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Cuairt Litir Dùbhlachd 2010  -  December 2010 Newsletter
Saoilidh mi gur ann le Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2010 bhon 8mh – 18mh den Dàmhair, 2010an is còir dhomh tòiseachadh an lèirmheas a tha seo:  Chaidh am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail a chumail airson a’ chiad uair ann an eachdraidh a’ Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich ann an Gallaibh.  ‘B e Mòd air leth soirbheachail a bh’ ann agus bha seo gu sònraichte air sgàth an obair dìcheallach a rinn an Comataidh Ionadail ro-làimh.  Tha iomadach teachdaireachd air tighinn air ais a’ toirt taing agus a’ moladh gach duine a bha an sàs sa’ Mhòd am-bliadhna seo, agus tha mi cho toilichte gun deach a h-uile rud cho math.  

An autumn review could not have a better starting point than: Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2010 from 8 – 16 October 2010. For the first time in the history of An Comunn Gaidhealach the National Mòd was held in Caithness. The event was highly successful and much of that success is due, in no small measure, to the diligence and professionalism of the Local Organising Committee. Many kind words have already been said about the efforts of everyone concerned and I am really pleased that the event was such a big success.

Mar is àbhaist, ghabh an luchd-obrach an t-seachdain as dèidh a’ Mhòid mar saor-làithean. Thill sinn air an 25mh gu oifis gu math sàmhach, deiseil airson a h-uile càil a thill à Gallaibh a thoirt a-mach as na bocsaichean agus a chur air ais dhan àite fhèin.  Thill Seumas Greumach a Ghallaibh beagan sheachdainean as dèidh seo airson na rudan mu dheireadh a thoirt air ais.  Tha e na iongnadh dhomh mar a tha na h-aon rudan a’ dol air chall gach bliadhna!

The week that followed the Mòd was, as usual, taken as a one week holiday by the staff. Our return on the 25th of October was to an empty office with a few remnants of the Mòd having been returned by the carrier during the week, and awaiting unpacking and re-assembly. A further visit to Caithness by James Graham early in November recovered most of the outstanding items. I am at a bit of a loss to explain how we manage to lose our Lectern covers every year but they must have some value to a collector!

Air an 11mh den t-Samhain, choinnich Comataidh a’ Mhòid ann an Inbhirnis, gus bruidhinn air Mòd na bliadhna-sa.  Chaidh bruidhinn gu mionaideach air gach nì co-cheangailte ris a’ Mhòd, agus bha faireachdain air feadh na buill gur e Mòd soirbheachail a bh’ againn.  Chaidh molaidhean a chur air adhart airson rud no dhà a leasachadh agus thèid iad sin a thoirt air adhart gu na h-ath choinneamhan.

On 11th November the Mòd Standing Committee met in Inverness to review the event. The annual “greetin” meeting failed to live up to its name this year. A warm glow of satisfaction surrounded the meeting with a number of constructive suggestions for improvements being tabled at the Meeting. These suggestions will be taken forward to further Mòd Committee meetings.

B’ e an companaidh DADA a thug taic meadhanan dhan Mhòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail, ron a’ Mhòd, fad seachdain a’ Mhòid agus anns na seachdainean as a dhèidh.  

As dèidh coinneamh Comataidh a’ Mhòid, chaidh coinneamh eile a chumail gus beachdachadh air gnothaichean co-cheangailte ri na meadhanan.  Chaidh inbhe a’ Mhòid a thogail gu mòr anns na meadhanan am-bliadhna, gu sònraichte leis an tadhal bhon Phrionnsa Teàrlach air an 14mh den Dàmhair.  Bha faisg air 8000 tadhail air an làrach-lìn againn thairis air seachdain a’ Mhòid, a chuid as motha dhen sin air an 14mh.  Thathar an dràsta ag obair air DVD dà-chànanach air Mòd Ghallaibh a thoirt a-mach, a bheir a-steach farpaisean agus iomaill Mòd 2010.  

Glasgow company DADA Ltd. provide Media and PR support to the Royal National Mod in the period preceding, during and immediately after each Mòd. The annual review of the Media and PR coverage took place the day after the Mòd standing Committee. The volume of press coverage this year was remarkable. It will not come as a surprise to anyone that the Royal visit on 14 October raised the profile of the event hugely. Our website registered just short of 8000 visits during the Mòd with the peak activity being on the 14th. A bi-lingual DVD of the Mòd is also being produced and will provide coverage of both the Mòd competitions and the significant fringe that accompanied this year’s Mòd.
Bha riochdairean bhon Chomuinn, còmhla ri buidhnean Gàidhlig eile, agus Fèis Ròis, an làthair aig gèim eadar-nàiseanta Iomain, nuair a bha Alba agus Èirinn a’ cluich an aghaidh a chèile an Inbhirnis.  Chur An Comunn air dòigh pìobaire a chluich dha na sgiobaidhean fhad’s a choisich iad a-mach air a’ phàirc ro toiseach a’ gheama.  Gu mì-fhortanach, cha robh an aimsir no co-dhùnaidh a ghèim na thoileachas sam bith dha Comunn nan Camanachd air an latha, ach a dh’ aindeoin sin, se tachartas math dha rìreabh a bh’ ann, a bha air taic sònraichte fhaighinn bho Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd.  

Other highlights of the autumn were our representation, together with a range of other Gaelic bodies and Feis Rois, at the Scotland v Ireland Shinty /Hurling (return) international, in Inverness. An Comunn provided the Piper to lead the teams out and the event was quite a spectacle although it was a shame that neither the weather nor the score provided the result that the Camanachd Association was looking for. Never the less, the event was a super initiative which was strongly supported by Highland Council.
Chaidh Co-labhairt Fòghlaim Gàidhlig a  chumail an Dùn Èideann san t-Samhain cuideachd.  Chaidh pìos gu math taiceil a sgrìobhadh san Albannach a thaobh foghlam dà chànanach ann an Alba.  Beag air bheag tha sinn a’ coimhead gu bheil suidheachadh Foghlam tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig a’ fàs nas làidire.  Cuideachd air a’ mhìos seo, chaidh a’ choinneamh mu dheireadh de Chomataidh Iondail Mòd 2009 a chumail san Òban.  Tha mi airson taing mhòr a thoirt dhan a h-uile duine a bha an làthair agus gu sònraichte dha na h-òifigich, a dh’ obraich cho cruaidh airson a h-uile nì a thoirt gu crìch.  

The Gaelic Education Conference held in Edinburgh in mid-November is also worthy of note. To have a Scotsman newspaper editorial offering strong support to bi-lingual education in Scotland marks a landmark in the battle to secure the future of Gaelic Medium education. Mention of landmarks leads me to the final Oban 2009 Local Organising Committee meeting. A sincere thank you is due to all those present, especially the office-bearers, who showed great patience during the tidy up exercise.

Chaidh coinneamh Bòrd Stìuiridh a chumail ann am meadhan an t-Samhain, airson a’ chiad uair an dèidh Mòd na bliadhna seo.  B’ ann dìreach an latha ron a’ choinneamh a thàinig e gu aire Bòrd na Gàidhlig mun lùghdachadh de 5.7% maoineachadh a gheibh iad airson 2011/12.  Mar sin, chur sinn seachad mòran den choinneamh a’ bruidhinn mu na duilgheadasan a dh’ fhaodadh nochdadh le na gearraidhean seo agus an còrr den choinneamh a’ bruidhinn air aithisgean Iomhais agus mar sin air adhart.  

Bha mi toilichte cuireadh fhaighinn gu Cuairt-dheireannach Deasbad BT ann am Pàrlamaid na h-Alba an Dùn Èideann.  Tha an ìre deasbaid san fharpais a tha seo sònraichte math.  Bhiodh mòran de na fairpisich a tha a’ gabhail pàirt gu math comhairteil agus comasach am-measg nam Ministearan a’ deasbad anns a’ Phàrlamaid – feumar coimhead ris an seo!  
Choinnich Comataidh Ciùil a’ Mhòid san Dùbhlachd airson a’ chiad uair gun Uisdean MacRath. Tha Uisdean air a bhith dìcheallach agus dìleas thairis air na bliadhnachan agus tha sinn airson taing mhòr a thoirt dha airson an obair a rinn e.   
Tha sinn a’ coimhead air adhart ri Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2011 anns na h-Eileanan an Iar agus gu leòr obair ri dheanamh anns a’ bhliadhna tha romhainn.

Tha mi airson taing mhòr a thoirt dhuibh airson an taic tha sibh a’ toirt dhan Chomunn.
Iain Moireasdan

Àrd Oifigear
An Comunn Gàidhealach
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